
Edinburgh's Book Festival 

THINGS TO SEE & DO IN EDINBURGH 

The Edinburgh International Book Festival began in 1983 and is now a key event in the August Festival season, 

celebrated annually in Scotland's capital city. Biennial at first, the Book Festival became a yearly celebration in 

1997.  

 

Throughout its 23-year history, the Book Festival has grown rapidly in size and scope to become the largest and 

most dynamic festival of its kind in the world. In its first year the Book Festival played host to just 30 'Meet the 

Author' events. Today, the Festival programmes over 650 events, which are enjoyed by people of all ages.  

Since its inception, the Book Festival's home has been the beautiful and historic Charlotte Square Gardens, 

centrally located in Edinburgh's world heritage listed Georgian New Town. Each year the gardens are 

transformed into a magical tented village, which welcome around 220,000 visitors. 

 


